Early Childhood Cabinet

QRIS Workgroup
January 8, 2013
11:30 AM-1:30 PM

Attendees

	Eileen Ward-co-chair 
	x
	Deb Resnick-Birth to Three
	x

	Deb Flis–co-chair
	
	Sherri Sutera-United Way
	x

	Sherry Linton-Massiah – staff
	x
	- ECE Provider
	

	Peggy Freidenfelt-DPH
	x
	Michelle Meace- ECE Provider
	x

	Edie Reichard-Provider
	x
	Karen Rainville-CAEYC
	x

	Gerri Rowell-CSDE
	x
	Mara Siladi-Planning Office (Guest)
	x

	Susan Sponheimer-H.S. T/TA
	
	Ana Radar-AOK Fellow- (Guest)
	x

	Elena Trueworthy-HACCC
	
	Grace Whitney- (Guest)
	x

	Paulette Grondin-Cardillo-ECE Liaison, Public Schools
	x
	
	

	Jessica Sager/AOK-Family Child Care
	x
	
	


Summary
	Topics of Discussion
	Recommendations
	Action Steps

	Planning Office Update
Mara Siladi was invited to provide the group with an update on the work of the Planning Office.  The group was informed of the,
· Upcoming brief from the Office of Policy and Management on the Bonding Technology Infrastructure.

· Continued focus on the development of an Early Childhood Information System (ECIS).

· Current priority placed on the recommendation for Connecticut’s ECE governance structure options:  coordination, collaboration or creation.  The Governor to select his recommendation of a governance structure from those options.  BUILD is assisting the Planning Office in the development of an informed recommendation.
· No update on QRIS, except Myra will be meeting with the SDE Commissioner to discuss next steps.  In the absence of funding, due to current state fiscal crisis, the next steps are unclear.

· Mara and Grace informed the group that the contract for the licensing study to be conducted by the National Association for Regulatory Administration (NARA), funded by the new QRIS quality enhancement funds, is currently being finalized—not yet signed off by participating agencies.  

The anticipation is that the scope of work will most likely include, but not limited to,
· A needs assessment of CT’s licensing system,  and
· Trainings to address structural guidelines—what we need for implementation and alignment with QRIS.
Cabinet Update
Sherry informed the group of a planned ECE RBA forum, scheduled for the afternoon of February 28th. Topics of interest were also shared.

Sherry informed group that CT has been selected to participate in a Learning Table series on creating an effective technical assistance system.
As a selected state, two team members will be funded to attend a national conversation in Chicago on February 26-27th.

Budget Requests
Sherry initiated the discussion on the need to develop budget request to be presented to the Cabinet Leadership Team.  The workgroup looks to have approval of funds to conduct a crosswalk of family and center-based entities (NAEYC, Head Start, and NAFCC) and a consultant to guide the development of QRIS standards criteria.  
Deb Flis informed the group that she discovered that Pennsylvania has developed, what appears to be, an effective system for approving accreditation entities for their QRIS system.
Finalizing QRIS Recommendations
(Small group work)

The workgroup broke in to four small group to sort the previously documented recommendations by the topic areas of,

· Accreditation

· Licensing

· Incentives

· Subsidy

· Family Child Care

· Governance

Announcements
· Grace shared information on an upcoming CCDF webinar and the Strengthening Families work taking place around the state.
Meeting Schedule 
Group to determine regular schedule of meetings.

	Participants on the team are Peter Palermino-DSS, Grace Whitney-HSCO, Sherri Sutera-United Way, Michelle Levy-SDE, Deb Flis-AFP, Darlene Ragozzine-CCAC, Joan Parris-Workforce Workgroup Co-chair and Carlota Schechter-Planning Team.
Deb F. recommended a subgroup focus on the development of RFP for this work to iron out the scope of work.

The RFP development discussion led to the recommendation that clarity be gained on the payment process of the Cabinet fiduciary, and possibly including that process in the RFP language to ensure that applicants are fully informed.  Decision on what should be added to the RFP will be based upon clarity received from fiduciary.
A recommendation was made to ensure that the document includes a statement about the inclusion of family child providers in the QRIS system.

There was also a reminder that a glossary of terms is needed that identifies specific terms and their intended meaning.

The groups were also encouraged to make amendments to original recommendations and capture recognized gaps.

The third Thursday of the month in the afternoon and third Tuesdays were suggested options.


	Sherry to keep the group posted on the evolution of this 
Sherry to verify if other team members can participate in the in the in-person meeting, if they are financially supported by their respective agencies.
Karen R., Deb R., Gerri R., and Deb F. to participate on the RFP subgroup.
Sherry to share the need for clarity on the payment processes with the Cabinet Project Coordinator, Andrea Brinnel, who serves as the contact with the fiduciary.
Deb to send out the PA resources for review by the workgroup.
Small group work to continue at next meeting.
Next Meeting: January 17th @ Charts-A-Course, 11:30 AM- 1:30 PM.


