Early Childhood Cabinet

QRIS Workgroup
 April 16, 2013
2:00-4:00 PM
Attendees

	Eileen Ward-co-chair
	x
	Deb Resnick-Birth to Three
	x

	Deb Flis–co-chair
	x
	Sherri Sutera-United Way
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	Sherry Linton-Massiah – staff
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	Peggy Freidenfelt-DPH
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	x

	Gerri Rowell-CSDE
	x
	Jessica Sager-Family Child Care-AOK
	x

	Susan Sponheimer-H.S. T/TA
	
	Paulette Grondin-Cardillo-ECE Liaison, Public Schools
	

	Elena Trueworthy-HACCC
	x
	Ana Radar-AOK (Guest)
	x

	
	
	
	


Summary
	Topics of Discussion
	Recommendations
	Action Steps

	Cabinet Updates
Licensing Study 
Sherry informed the group that, per a recent conversation with the Planning Director, the contract to complete the licensing study has been signed off by the participating agencies (DPH, SDE and NARA); awaiting approval from the Attorney General’s Office.  There will most likely be a request made to carry over the one time quality enhancement funding to support this work into the next fiscal year.
Results Based Accountability Early Childhood  (ECE RBA)Forum 
Sherry reviewed a copy of the Cabinet report on population outcomes that was shared with the Appropriations Committee at the legislature during the ECE RBA Forum.
QRIS Standards
Draft Request for Proposal

A copy of the draft RFP was distributed for group review and comment.  Clarifications offered to ensure everyone understood that the scope of the work , per legislation for QRIS, must include infant/toddlers, preschool and school-aged programs.
Deb Flis informed the group that the deliverables outlined in the RFP does need to be cleaned up, with the realization that some flexibility will be necessary to ensure adjustments when necessary to ensure feasibility of the consultant’s work.  The short timeline (4 months) for turnover of deliverables also mandates some flexibility.

Some discussion of the need for clarity on defining validity and reliability of the indicators versus that of the overall QRIS system.
Child Care Training and Technical Assistance Team Call
East Coast Regional Meeting Preparation
Deb Flis initiated call and conversation with Barbara Wall and Katherine Falen.

The initial item of discussion was the suggestion that the workgroup develop questions that could be presented during the peer to peer session at the Regional Meeting.

Some clarification was offered by Deb F. to inform Barbara and Katherine that since she will be the only member of the workgroup attending the meeting, there might be a need to rethink the face to face peer meeting with the PA and GA teams.

Structure of QRIS Systems
Some discussion took place about QRIS structures in other states.  The group was informed that the regional meeting will allow for review of the QRIS Compendium document, with breakout sessions on the details of the document and the role of partnerships.  There will also be opportunities to identify other peer states with which to collaborate.
Extensive conversation took place around validity and reliability of QRIS tools, criteria, levels.
Cost Estimator Checklist
Sherry informed technical assistance team that the link to the Checklist on the OCC connected with an inactive page.
QRIS Recommendations Document

The group was invited to share their thoughts on the draft document.
	Sherry called members’ attention to the “Turn the Curve” activities of the report card that highlight the recommendations to carry out key elements of the work currently being undertaken by Cabinet Workgroups.
Group expressed concern that the selected consultant should be informed and compensated in a timely manner, especially due to the expected expedience.

Inquiry was made into the feasibility of scheduling a call between the state teams to discuss questions due to the limited CT representation at the face to face meeting.

Some recommended considerations for CT as we look to develop QRIS include,

· What do partnership look like in other states;

· Who are included in the system as partners; 

· Who are excluded as partners; and 

· Why would certain entities be intentionally excluded?

The suggestion was made to consider the validity and reliability measures of the QRIS through the lens of clusters of indicators, rather than by individual criteria and indicators.  Workgroup was encouraged to reconsider the notion that each criteria/indicator needs to be valid and reliable, it is more realistic to consider the criteria/indicators within each level collectively to determine if as a whole the levels are considered reliable and valid.
Recommendation made to access on the website via “Tips” and “Getting Ready” selection.
The suggestion was made to prioritize the recommendations.  The new format for sharing recommendations is limited in the provision of context.  The suggestion made to include an executive summary.

Suggestion also made to arrange recommendations of each component area in more of a logical sequence.

Observation shared that recommendations for subsidy are not as fully articulated
	Sherry to send an electronic copy of draft RFP to workgroup.
Sherry to contact EASTCONN to get clarity on deliverables and payment schedule to consultants. 
The Child Care T/TA team to coordinate the call.

Subgroup members to relook at their recommendations through the lens of the suggestions made in this meeting.

Governance and Subsidy will be reviewed by the full workgroup at the next meeting.

Deb will resend Word document of recommendations.


