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Public-Private Partnership Talking Points
· SB 25 will codify Office of Early Childhood (OEC)
· Gives OEC regulatory authority of programs

· Allows agency to apply for federal grants

· Governor’s proposed budget includes an additional $33 million for OEC

· This is a proposed budget and must be approved by legislature

· Amounts and items may change before the budget is approved
· Appropriations expected to release budget proposal Thursday (3/27)
· Shows Governor’s commitment to early childhood

WHAT THIS MEANS

1) Fund Additional Pre-K Opportunities for Children and Rate Increase for Child Care Providers

· Universal Access to Pre-K

· Access to full-day pre-K for 1,020 children who otherwise would not have the means to attend pre-K in Connecticut’s poorest communities (Priority, Alliance and Competitive Districts) by the start of the 2015 academic year

· 1,020 for FY 15, expand to 4,010 by 2019
	Universal Access to Pre-Kindergarten

Phasing in Universal Access for Low-Income 3- and 4-Year-Olds

Number of Children Served

	FY 2015
	FY 2016
	FY 2017
	FY 2018
	FY 2019

	1,020
	2,040
	3,061
	3,536
	4,010*


· Increase in number of children funded by Care 4 Kids

· Rate increases for Care 4 Kids, School Readiness and Child Day Care (CDC) providers

· Rate increase will result in higher quality of child care for young children

2) Quality Improvement (including safety and educational improvements)
· Licensing improvements

· Additional staffing

· For inspections: 16 licensing inspectors, 2 supervisors and a manager (which reflect current supervisory ratios)
· For background checks: 1 health program supervisor and 8 office assistants
· Increased staffing would allow for increase of child care licensing inspections from every three years to annual inspections and allow for processing and tracking of background checks for child care providers and staff
· Educational Quality Improvements

· Will help to improve quality of early child care

· Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS)

· Tiered quality rating and improvement system of child care/early learning providers

· Purpose: to provide families a rating system so that they can better understand child care quality and make informed decisions on where to send their child for child care/early learning; raise the quality of child care and early learning programs, increasing access to higher quality care to more children

· Programs will receive an annual quality achievement award based on their level of quality, size and number of high-needs children they serve

· Quality Improvement System

· The “Q” in QRIS

· Planning and implementation of a coordinated technical assistance and professional development system for providers, communities and families

· www.ct.gov/oec/qis
· Initial planning meeting March 21
