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	Topics of Discussion
	Recommendations
	Action Steps

	Cabinet Updates

Cabinet staff provided the update on the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge grant, and a verbal overview of comments from application reviewers as it related to the Workforce and Quality Rating and Improvement Systems sections of the application.
Work plan Follow up

Discussion took place on the strategies outlined in the work plan for this group.
Deb Adams provided the workgroup with a full review of the expected scope of work necessary to conduct an alignment study of early childhood education (ECE) workforce competencies and recommendations for an ECE workforce core competencies framework.  In addition, she provided a review of the scope of work expected in the strengthening of articulation agreements between CT’s colleges and universities.
The formation of a licensing study group is still outstanding.

A lengthy discussion took place concerning the implementation of a QRIS.  Inquiries were raised as to where funding would come from to support program improvements, to prevent unfunded mandates.  The possibility of a legislative mandate to ensure all licensed programs participate in the Charts-a-Course registry as a prerequisite for QRIS was entertained.
The group discussion detoured to a brainstorm on strategic locations where it would benefit the state to initiate pilots of a QRIS.  
The wage study of the ECE workforce is also outstanding on the work plan for the group.


	The workgroup will be well underway with the deliverables for strategies one and three with the selection of consultants to begin the work of developing a blueprint for a framework of core competencies for the early childhood workforce, and also a consultant to facilitate the work of developing strengthened articulation agreements between colleges and universities.
Workgroup participants who could potentially be interested in responding to requests for proposals were asked to recuse themselves from the group’s discussion on the full scope of work.  
The recommendation is that the subset of this workgroup that will participate in the licensing study group should be linked directly to the dialogue of the Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (QRIS) workgroup that is in its initial stages of development.
The group recognized that possible low cost outcomes can be garnered from participation in QRIS and the Registry, such as the administrative reports that the Registry is able to produce at no cost to the ECE programs.
A recommendation was made to initiate the pilots in such areas as Westport, Westin and Fairfield to maximize the buy-in of independent non-state subsidized child care centers, who would fully embrace the benefits of the Registry producing administrative reports, etc.

The Registry and the Department of Labor were identified as sources of data for the wage study.  Likewise, the preliminary data from the SDE School Readiness Unmet Needs Report was also cited.  The point was made that the work would benefit from partnerships with researchers, such as universities.

	The scope of work announcements and the request for proposals to be posted on the ECE INFO Listserv that reaches over 700 stakeholders in the early childhood community, with responses to be reviewed at the next workgroup meeting. The scope of work will also be posted on the Cabinet website with under the Professional Development Workgroup.
Darlene Ragozzine excused herself from the discussion for the balance of the meeting.
Eileen Ward to lead that dialogue as she will be a co-chair for the QRIS workgroup.

NEXT MEETING:  February 21, 2012, 1:30 pm at Charts-a-Course.



