Public Law 110-134 "Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007
The Governor of the State shall-- 

(i) designate or establish a council to serve as the State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care for children from birth to school entry (in this subchapter referred to as the State Advisory Council'); and 

(ii) designate an individual to coordinate activities of the State Advisory Council, as described in subparagraph (D)(i). 

(B) The Governor may designate an existing entity in the State to serve as the State Advisory Council, and shall appoint representatives to the State Advisory Council at the Governor's discretion. In designating an existing entity, the Governor shall take steps to ensure that its membership includes, to the extent possible, representatives consistent with subparagraph…


	[42 U.S.C. 9837b] 
Sec. 642B.

The State Advisory Council shall, in addition to any responsibilities assigned to the Council by the Governor of the State--
	Resources Needed

(human capital, funding, other)
	Notes/Comments 

	Conduct a periodic statewide needs assessment concerning the quality and availability of early childhood education and development programs and services for children from birth to school entry, including an assessment of the availability of high-quality pre-kindergarten services for low-income children in the State.
	OEC staff, ECIS, collaboration with SDE re: public school programs.  Engagement of a consultant who is familiar with conducting a reliable and valid, comprehensive statewide needs assessments.
	Could be coming out the OEC.  This will be much easier to accomplish once the ECIS is operational.  Current accountability with public school preschool makes data gathering about quality a challenge.  FFN data concerning quality will also be a challenge.  All non-publicly funded centers will also be a challenge.  



	Identify opportunities for, and barriers to, collaboration and coordination among Federally-funded and State-funded child development, child care, and early childhood education programs and services, including collaboration and coordination among State agencies responsible for administering such programs.
	OEC staff, intentional inclusion of Head Start (Collaboration Office, The CT Head Start Association, Region I)
	Head Start, Early Head Start, IDEA, needs to be infused into all discussions (policy, program, etc.)  HUSKY, SNAP and WIC need to be included as partners.

	Develop recommendations for increasing the overall participation of children in existing Federal, State, and local child care and early childhood education programs, including outreach to underrepresented and special populations.
	Additional staff may be needed to truly be in the community to do outreach.  Current OEC staff is available to provide public information, but there is not adequate staff to be in the communities.  This staff could be directly employed by the OEC or contracted from other organizations
	Need to develop an outreach plan.  Need to develop stronger relationships with community based organizations.  Clarify underrepresented and special populations, integrate into ECE plans for enrollment and full participation and include outreach into all ECE efforts versus separate function.  

	Develop recommendations regarding the establishment of a unified data collection system for public early childhood education and development programs and services throughout the State.
	In process
	Need to integrate Head Start data system

	Assess the capacity and effectiveness of 2- and 4-year public and private institutions of higher education in the State toward supporting the development of early childhood educators, including the extent to which such institutions have in place articulation agreements, professional development and career advancement plans, and practice or internships for students to spend time in a Head Start or pre- kindergarten program.
	OEC staff.  This work is currently in process.
	The Workforce Development workgroup continues in the OEC.  OEC staff continues to actively work with the Early Childhood Higher Education Consortium.  OEC staff is being redeployed to provide additional focus in this area.  OEC needs to establish a relationship with the new higher ed. Senate chair of the higher ed committee.

At the current time there is no systematic collaboration with Head Start programs for student placements. 



	Make recommendations for improvements in State early learning standards and undertake efforts to develop high-quality comprehensive early learning standards, as appropriate.
	ELDS completed and content validated.  Rollout underway.
	Meetings have been set up between OEC, Head Start Education Managers and Head Start TTA Specialists to cross-walk ELDs with Head Start and Early Head Start.

	The State Advisory Council shall hold public hearings and provide an opportunity for public comment on the activities described in clause (i). The State Advisory Council shall submit a statewide strategic report addressing the activities described in clause (i) to the State Director of Head Start Collaboration and the Governor of the State.
	OEC staff, SAC coordinator and cabinet members.  Venues for the hearings.  
	Upon passage of the OEC legislation it may be helpful to have a public hearing (summer/fall 2014?) to obtain stakeholder input regarding the role of the Early Childhood Cabinet.

	After submission of a statewide strategic report under clause (ii), the State Advisory Council shall meet periodically to review any implementation of the recommendations in such report and any changes in State and local needs.
	Meeting venue, support staff to organize meetings.
	See above---recommendations will need to be added about the frequency needed of Cabinet meetings to meet this requirement.


For consideration:  Should the EC Cabinet hold a facilitated discussion regarding the evolving role of the Cabinet and the role of the workgroups?  It is suggested that conversation be held in the near future.

