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	Cabinet Updates

Members  were informed of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application process underway, and that information was compiled by some members of the workgroup, specifically on family engagement and early learning, to inform the grant writers of current models in our state that serve high need families.
Home Visitation Models Presentations
Parents As Teachers (PAT)

Pam Langer initiated the presentation of the home visitation models by highlighting the fact that the Parents as Teachers curriculum is often a common thread amongst many home visitation models, including Early Head Start, Nurturing Families, and Family Resources Centers.
An outline of the four components of PAT was provided, 1) Personal (Home) Visits, 2) Group Connections, 3) Screening/Development, and 4) Resources.

PAT providers are required to complete five days of training with additional annual professional development hours.  Programs utilizing PAT must also submit an implementation plan that is updated annually.
Early Head Start/Head Start presentation by Grace Whitney
Over 15 year ago the Head Start Collaboration was established, with the Head Start Home Visitation model being over 45 years old.
The primary components of HS/EHS home visitation are child development through screens and assessments to support early identification and services to high need families, curriculum—frequently using PAT, EPSDT (Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment), family partnership, and community collaboration.  EHS/HS develop priority criteria for eligibility that places high priority on serving homeless and foster children.  Fatherhood involvement strategies are also implemented by these programs.
EHS/HS eligibility is based upon on age and income, with income eligible families being at or below 100% of federal poverty line.
EHS/HS are evaluated based on the Head Start Standards after an initial year of becoming a grantee, and every three years thereafter.  Training and technical assistance is available year round through a CT based Training Center, and national content area Centers.  Head Start also offers a range of resources to the ECE community through the Early Childhood Learning and Knowledge Center (ECLKC).

Nurturing Families Network (NFN) presentation by Karen Foley-Schain
NFN is a prevention program for high risk families that offers two options of services to families based upon determined need, 1) Intensive Home Visitation—approximately two home visits monthly or 2) Connections-regular, not as frequent, contact by a parent mentor.

The Components of NFN include, 1) Nurturing Parenting to address predisposition to child abuse and neglect in the family, 2) Healthy Families promoting prenatal care to positively affect birth weight, 3) Parent Lifelong Outcomes to assist families in connecting with support services, and 4) school readiness that is often implemented with the use of the PAT curriculum, and the use of the Ages and States Questionnaire tool to monitor development.
NFN offers gender specific home visiting that allows the opportunity for fathers, whether in or out of the home, to participate.

Cognitive behavioral therapy is also offered to augment traditional services. Approximately 15% of the mothers in NFN suffer from depression and 30% of Moms live in crisis.  Depression screens are conducted twice a month.
Curriculum is tailored to meet the needs of children and guardians.

The goal of the program is to shift the trajectory of families to change intergenerational history.

Family Resource Centers (FRC) presentation by Louis Tallarita
CT has 62 FRCs in 41 communities.  The programs implement seven components tailored to the needs of communities.  The components include services around, 1) Early childhood education-often provided in the form of playgroups, 2) Before and After School, 3) Families in Training, 4) Positive Youth Development, 5) Resource and Referrals, 6) Adult Education, and 7) Support and Training for Family Child Care providers.
Statewide FRC data is limited, with a data system currently in pilot stage with 16 programs.
Child First presentation by Darcy Lowell

Child First focuses on families and children who demonstrate multiple risk factors, and may otherwise fall between the cracks, because they often present with needs beyond the scope of those being addressed by other models.
The program started in Bridgeport in 2001 as a collaborative model and continues to bridge with other home visitation model, with referred families being triaged to community programs based on individual needs.

The premise of the work with families is the research on brain development and the importance of stabilizing children’s environment by addressing the needs of their immediate families.

The program operates through a process of care coordination, concurrent assessments, and interventions.
Children under six residing in the designated catchment areas are eligible.  

Child First utilizes a cross-site database, and offers intensive Learning Center Trainings to staff.

This model is being replicated in four new sites.

The Program is awaiting results from a review by HRSA to be recognized as an evidence-based home visitation model.


	Continued discussion to determine a more customer-friendly way to communicate the distinguishing characteristics each program, and unique offerings to communities.
	Once the compilation of family engagement programs represented on this workgroup is completed, the information will be posted on the Cabinet website under this workgroup’s resources.

Summaries of all home visitation models will be place on the Cabinet website under resources for this workgroup.


