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	Topics of Discussion
	Recommendations
	Action Steps

	Cabinet Update
Office of Early Childhood(OEC) 
Group informed that the legislation for the OEC (H.B. 6359) has been voted out of the Education Committee and is now in the Revenue and Bonding Committee.  A detailed Plan for the Office has been developed by the ECE Planning Director, and is posted on the Cabinet website.
Results-Based Accountability Early Childhood Forum
A copy of the Population Report Card that was presented by the Cabinet to the Appropriations Committee during the Forum was distributed to the group.
Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Grant 
Relevant Legislation
Mental Health Bill (Bill No. 972)

Elaine clarified this bill was developed with the context of the Sandy Hook tragedy in mind and the section of this bill on home visitation was not done as a recommendation from the workgroup.  She also made it clear that input from this group is being requested to review the accuracy and feasibility of what is being presented in the legislation.
A significant portion of the meeting was spent in dialogue about the role of home visiting in the implementation of mental health services.

The point was raised that Connecticut does have great home visiting programs, but needs increased coordination and a systems approach to service delivery that reflects the continuum of services.
Workgroup Projects
Forum on Families and Medical Homes
Assessment & Training on Family Engagement 
Family Civics 
Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI)

Updates were provided on PLTI that included,

· PLTI 20th anniversary event that took place last Fall, with poster boards of the presentations currently on display at the Old State House,
· The pending production of a national public service announcement on PLTI as a model program.

· CT now has two elected legislators that are PLTI graduates.

Relevant Announcement
Middletown will be hosting a Community Conversation on April 22nd to address Civic Health and the connection with CT’s achievement gap.  This event will include a facilitated panel of PLTI leaders.  The agenda is being developed by the Parent Teacher Organizations (PTO) in Middletown.
Parent Trust
Clarification was requested from the workgroup on where in the OEC legislation Parent Trust is articulated.  Workgroup members confirmed hearing mention of the Parent Trust being moved into the OEC, but have not been able to locate the language in the bill.
Fatherhood
Dawn H-B. provided an update on the status of funding and coordination of the Fatherhood Initiative in CT.  

There are currently six certified sites funded through the Department of Social Services and the Legislature. This funding is in jeopardy of being cut in the upcoming state budget.
Catholic Charities receives federal funding for Fatherhood initiatives.

The point was raised that Connecticut currently lacks a statewide champion and the leadership to promote the sustainability of Fatherhood funding.
With the proposed cut in funding, there is the anticipation of gaps in services to families come July 1(the start of the State fiscal calendar).
The point was made that the CT Fatherhood Initiative served over 7,000 individuals over the 10 years of being funded.

	Home visitation was identified as a key route to effective intervention and preventative services.

A subgroup of the workgroup to assist with the development of these events.

The assertion was made that the impact of parent leadership is most effective when evidenced in public policy.
The need for data to facilitate effective advocacy was recommended.  Nurturing families was identified as a possible source of evaluative data.
Having the current Fatherhood Council in status was also identified as an opportunity for sustainability of the initiative.
The Fatherhood Initiative was also cited as having value to the family courts and to DCF.


	The report card may need to be revisited because the meeting time expired prior to a full discussion.
This agenda item to be revisited in next meeting because the meeting time expired prior to a full discussion.
This agenda item to be revisited due to insufficient time for discussion at this meeting.


