Early Childhood Cabinet

Data Systems
Notes September 26, 2011
9:00-11:00 AM
Workgroup Membership Attendance

	Linda Goodman- DDS- co-chair
	x
	Anne McIntyer-Lahner-DCF
	

	Sheryl Horowitz –CAHS- co-chair
	x
	Julie Besi-DSS
	x

	Sherry Linton – staff
	x
	Sherri Sutera-Child Care 211
	x

	Marcie Cavacas-DPH
	x
	Anthony Shannon-Privacy Expert
	x

	Karen Addesso –SDE
	x
	Margaret Gustafson-Charts-A-Course
	x

	Walter Gilliam-Researcher
	
	
	

	Karin Davis-DPH
	x
	
	

	
	
	
	


Guest Attendees
Cathy Guay- Connecticut Council on Education Reform
	Topics of Discussion
	Recommendations
	Action Steps

	Introductions

Karen Addesso informed group of her resignation from SDE as of October 12h.
Cabinet Update
Sherry informed the group that the ECE Planning Team members continue to be in communication with the Child Health Information Network (CHIN) developer, Rob Aseltine, to determine the feasibility of participating in a demonstration project to test the interoperability of the state agency data systems through probabilistic matching.  The intent is to use a policy related question as an inquiry to guide the demonstration.
Clarification made to inform group that the CHIN system cannot be used for the purpose of case management.
Essential Questions Refinement

The group reviewed the draft essential questions from the Data Roundtable.
The discussion of the group led to questions 7 & 8 of the Roundtable Policy Questions.  Some discussion took place concerning the potential Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) issues that may be encountered as we look to conduct a data linking project cross-agencies.

It was confirmed that a similar demonstration project is taking place between SDE and the Board of Regents (Higher Ed) by the CHIN developers; therefore similar privacy issues may have been addressed.

The question was raised as to the possibility of the Privacy Expert from Shipman & Goodwin on the workgroup facilitating the initial discussions of privacy issues during the MOU discussions that may take place prior to the agency attorneys getting involved.

Unique Identifier Discussion
Sherry shared that the Planning Team is considering a pilot with an agency to determine the potential burden on families if they were asked to supply birth certificates at points of application for services.

Group also informed that data systems interoperability can occur without the unique identifier for the purpose of program evaluation and research through probabilistic matching.  While not necessary, that number would increase match rate.
Unique identifiers would be necessary for case management purposes and longitudinal data on specific children.
	Karen recommended connection be made with the new Data Bureau Chief of SDE for a replacement on the workgroup.
The workgroup was encouraged to review the draft of Policy Questions to determine what question(s) could serve to inform that process. The group agreed that they should take a lead role in determining such a question, as oppose to reacting to an external selection.

Group encouraged to focus on what is the desired use of interoperable data systems:  research (Policy) or case management.

After some refinement, the following question was selected for recommendation to the ECE Planning Director for the Data Demonstration Project,

Do children in regulated early care and education settings fare better than those in unregulated early care and education settings?
The data on children in unregulated care would be accessible with DSS permission though the vendor utilized by United Way for the child care assistance program, Care4Kids.
As plans for the demonstration project is finalized, it would also be important to determine what additional data systems would be touched through the selection of risk factors to retrospectively track.

The group recommended that prior to, and possibly in lieu of, a pilot, an inventory should be done on the current documents required by agencies when families are applying for services.  Families may already be supplying the birth certificate of their children as verification on a larger scale than we are currently aware.
	Sherry to draft an outline of the discussion and recommendation for presentation the ECE Planning Director. (See the Data Demonstration Project Recommendation Narrative)
Anthony to bring the question back to Gwen.



